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THE LAMENESS OF BYRON. 


INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE 
ON THE SUBJECT. 


In view of the Byron exhibition at the Notting- | 
ham Mechanics’ Institution and tho lecture on the 
poct by Miss Marie Corelli this evening, a booklet 
dealing with “Lord Byron’s Lameness," just 
printed for private circulation, is of much interest. 
It contains correspondence which passed in  1897| 
between Mr. Georgo С. Napier, ol West Kilbride, 
N.B., « recognised authority, and Mr. James Ward, 
of Nottingham, with particular reference to the 
discovery, stowed away in a drawer at the Castle 
Museum, of the lasts оп which Byron's boots were 
made. Recent letters in our columns bave shown 
the varied views held upon this subject, and Byron 
students will welcome the light here thrown upon it. 

Photographs of the lasts were sent by Mr. Ward 
to Mr. Napier, who, in turn, submitted them to Air, 
William White, Librarian at Trinity College, Cam- | 
bridge. This authority's view was that they really 
proved, beyond a doubt, that the poet “never had, 
‚what everybody calls, a club foot. It was only | 
that his one leg, or rather ankle, was injured (so far | 
as I can make out by those that knew him) at tis 
birth. It seoms a very strange thing that no one | 
of trustworthy authority has recorded the fact as to | 
which leg was lame." The booklet, alsa contains | 
the report of-a lecture on Byron delivered by Mr. | 
Napier to the Aberdeen Philosophical Society. 
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Prefatory Note. 


HE interest aroused by the coming 
visit of Miss Marie Corelli to Not- 
tingham, to Leeture on Lord Byron, 
has induced me to publish the fol- 

lowing correspondence, which took place some 
time ago, between Mr. George G. Napier, 
oí West Kilbride, N.B., and myself, relating 
to Lord Byron's lameness. This 1 think may 
be of some interest to Byron Students. 


JAMES WARD. 


Nottingham, 
January, 1915. 
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Euston HoTEL, 
LONDON, 
Этн Aucusr, 1897. 
Dear Mr. Warp, 


I now return the newspaper cuttings which you so 
kindly lent me. They are extremely interesting and I 
have taken several notes from them. 


Saturday and to-day I have spent at Cambridge. 
The Librarian at Trinity College, Mr. William White, 
is a great Byron student, and takes great delight in 
showing visitors the beautiful statue of Byron by 
Thoralsden, which is at the end of the library. 


1 intended to have posted your cuttings to you this 
morning, but 1 thought the two relating to the Byron 


Statue would interest Mr. White, so I took them with 
me and showed them to him. 


He was much interested in them, as he had not 


seen them before, though he told me they contained 
several inaccurate statements, 


Mr. White has been trying for years to find out 
which foot of Byron's was the deformed one. 


Mr, Hobhouse, when giving instructions to the 
sculptor, said it was the right foot, but the Countess 
Guiccoli, in her Life, distinctly says it was the left, 


She says—page 73, volume i. of her Memoirs of 
Byron—that Mr. William Swift, a boot maker at 


Southwell, had the trees upon which Byron's boots 
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were made, and that he affirmed that Byron had not a 
club foot, but that oneleg was an inch and a half 
shorter than the other, that it was the ankle that was 


deformed, and that it was the left leg that was the 
short one. 


When I was at Southwell a few days ago, the 
Verger of the Minster told me about this boot maker, 
and he said the trees were presented to the Nottingham 
Museum. 


es 
Madame Guiccoli, I think, states that the 11885 
were presented to the Museum of the Natura 
Society at Nottingham. 


Mr. White wrote, а short time ago, а letter 10 ыг 
Secretary of the Naturalists’ Society at N 
for information about them, but the Secretary replie 
that he knew nothing about them. 


has 
Mr. White is very anxious to find out 1 1 
become of them, and I suggested to him 8 
might be in the Museum at Nottingham on the ©? 
Hill. 


5 ап 
I promised to write and ask if you could throw any 
light on the matter, 


There 16 a splendid edition of Byron, in Trinity, 0 
y-two large volumes, with thousands of plates. t 
Went over them to-day, but, strange to say, І did er 
come across д copy of the engraving you showed me; 9 


, пу, пе 
Byron's first love, пог haye they the reprint of И 
suppressed poems. 


thirt 
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If you should happen to hear anything about the 
boot maker's trees, perhaps you would kindly let me 
know. I will be here for a few days yet, and at the end 
of the week I am returning home. Му address in 
Scotland is Orchard House, West Kilbride, Ayrshire, 
N.B. 


With renewed thanks for the Cuttings. 


Believe me to be, 
Yours sincerely, 


GEORGE С. NAPIER. 


OV. 


SourH PARADE, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


Dear MR. NAPIER, 


I expect you will think me a long time in answering 
your last letter. I have only recently returned from 
Worthing, and have not had an opportunity of seeing 
Mr. Wallis at the Castle until yesterday. І am very 
pleased to say we have found the lasts. that Byron’s 
boots were made on. They were stowed away in a 
drawer at the Castle Museum, with the paper still 
attached to them when presented by Mr. W. Jones, of 
Southwell, some years ago to the Naturalist Society in 
Nottinsham. The Natural History Museum then was 
located at the Mechanics’ Institution until the fire, 
when it was removed to Wheeler Gate, and soon after, 
when the Castle Art Museum was opened, a number of 
things were sent up there from the Natural History 
Museum, amongst them Byron’s boot lasts. The 
writing on paper attached to the lasts is as follows :— 
“These are the Lasts upon which Lord Byron's shoes 
were made by Mr. W. Swift of Southwell the last рам 
made upon them was on May the Seventh 1809. 
Contributed Бу W Jones Southwell.” It appears to me 
that the lasts were presented by Mr. Jones, of South- 
well, and not Mrs, Wildman. They measure 9fin. in 
length, and are rather narrow. Both are exactly alike 
in size, and by a shoemaker's measure size five, and 
when made would be about eights size. He certainly 
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had not a club foot, and I should be inclined to believe 
all that Swift states, except that his feet were both the 
same length, and that it was his left leg that was shorter. 


The word “trees” is a wrong term to use for 
making boots on, it should be “Jasts,” 
for putting into boots to keep them i 
clean them on. 


Trees are used 
n shape and to 


I find, in the Recollections of Lord Byron, by the 
Countess Guiccoli, page 72, volume i., the following :— 
* Mrs. Wildman (the widow of the Colonel who had 
bought Newstead) has lately given to the Naturalist 
Society of Nottingham several objects which had 
belonged to Lord Byron, and amongst others his boot 
and shoe trees, these trees are about nine inches long, 
narrow and generally of a s 
Were accompanied by 
Swift, bootmaker, 
1805 to 1807, 


e of Lord Byron's 
hich so Many contradictor 


y assertions 
is as follows ;—4 William Swift boot- 


have circulated 


e last pair was m 
Не тоге-оуег affirms that his Lordship 


had not a Club foot, as has been said but that both hig 
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feet were equally well formed one however being an 
inch and a half shorter than the other, the defect was 
not in the foot but in the ankle, which being weak, 
caused the foot to turn out too much. To remedy this 
his Lordship wore a very light and thin boot which was 
tightly laced just under the sole, and when a boy he 
was made to wear a piece of iron with a joint at the 
ankle which passed behind the leg and was tied behind 
the shoe, the calf of this leg was weaker than the 
other, and it was the left leg. 
Signed 
WILLIAM SWIFT.’ 

I shall be very pleased to have a photograph taken 
of the lasts with the paper attached if you care Гог one: 

I enclose an article on “ Byron” in the Sketch for 
September 2204. If you care for a photograph of the 
houses I will procure one for you with pleasure. 

I must now say how delighted I am with your new 
work, * The Homes and Haunts of Sir W. Scott.” : 
have only just glanced over it, and as far as I can judg’ 
I should say it is superior to the work on “Tennyson 
in the illustrations. I do hope some day we may have 
а companion volume on “ Byron.” 

I cannot think of any more delightful way ed 
spending holidays than in visiting districts of ouf 
illustrious men, 

With kind regards. 

Believe me, 
Yours sincerely; 
JAMES WARD: 
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Copy of paper attached to Lord Byron's lasts at the 
Art Museum, Nottingham Castle. 


These are the Lasts upon which Lord Byron’s Shoes 
Were made by Mr. W. Swift of Southwell. The last 
Pair made upon them was on May the seventh 1807 


Contributed by W, Jones, Southwell, 


Stamped on last: 


Chaulk Stamped on the block : 
Prince's St W. Swift 
Drury Lane 
Both | 


lasts are the same length. 
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ORCHARD, 
West KiLBRIDE, N. B., 
8тн Остоввк, 1897. 


Dear Mr. Warp, 


It is so kind of you to take so much trouble about 
the lasts of Byron’s boots. Mr. White will be delighted 
to hear of their discovery. I will write him at once to 
tell him about them. 


Meanwhile I will be greatly obliged if 
have them photographed at my expense, and perhaps 
the negative could be forwarded to me, as after ВЕ 
it, I would like to use it for the purpose of making 4 
lantern slide for my lecture. 

It is strange that there has been 50 
uncertainty as to which was Byron's lame leg. 
inclined to agree with you that it was the left leg- 


ying out that passag® 
ountess 


Trinity: 


you would 


much 
I am 


Thank you very much for cop 
from the Recollections of Byron, by the © 
Guiccoli. Mr. White showed me this passage at 
I must get a copy of the book for myself. 


The article in the Sketch is very interesting. ! ыг 
make a note of it and return it to you. Î EN 
Newstead House, at Nottingham, and was shown z 
interior by the owner, but there is nothing very much 
see in it, . 

De I am glad you are pleased with my new 
СОН.” U thought it was so good of you to 0 
Сору, without knowing what it was to be like: 


book on 
rder 2 
It has 
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sold very well. In fact, I heard to-day that a copy was 
sold yesterday in Glasgow for 35/-. 


To-day 1 have got my copy of Tennyson's Life. 
There is an allusion to my Homes and Haunts on pages 
363-4 in volume ii., which I am very proud of. 


With kind regards, and thanking you most sincerely 
for all your trouble. 
I remain, 


Yours very truly, 


' GEORGE С. Napier. 
James Warp, Eso. 
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ORCHARD, 
West KILBRIDE, N. B., 
23RD OCTOBER, 1897. 
Dear Mr. Warp, 


I have been away from home, or I would have 
written before this to thank you for the beautiful 
photographs, and also for your letter with enclosures. 


The photographs are most interesting, and I will 
forward them at once to Mr. White. 


Meanwhile would you kindly instruct the photogra- 
pher to send me on the negatives, as 1 would like to 
have lantern slides made from them. Please tell him 60 
pack them most carefully, as I got a valuable negative 
broken the other day, in postage, through carelessness 
in packing. 3 

If he will also send me his account, I will rem! 
return post. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the trouble you 
have taken in the matter. From the photographs of 
the lasts, I would conclude that Byron had long, narrow 
feet, but I do not think they throw much light on which 
was the lame foot. However, ГИ see what an authority 
like Mr. White will have to say on the subject. 


t by 


ee the 
Thank you also for the subscription book for th 


National Memorial to Byron, I fancy this project që 
through. I return it. 

The photograph of Newstead House is an ехсе 
one—it is most kind of you to present it to me, 


{lent 
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1 have not been able to do much of late to my 
lecture on Byron, as my time is so much occupied with 
other work. The photographs 1 took in summer have 
never been developed yet, but I got started to them оп 
Thursday, and some of them look very well. 


The publication of my book on Scott has occupied 
most of my leisure. You will be glad to hear that the 
whole edition was sold the day of publication. Already 
I notice it advertised in a catalogue, price 40/-. I do 
not intend to publish a new edition. 


I hope this finds you well, and thanking you again 
for all your trouble. 


Believe me to be, 
Sincerely and gratefully yours, 


GEORGE С. NAPIER. 
JAMES WARD, Ево. 


P.S.—You will see a reference to my Tennyson in 
the 2nd volume of the Life just published, pages 863-4. 


| have just printed an ill 


ustrated programme of my 
lecture on Cowper. 


Please to accept a copy of it, 
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ORCHARD House, 
WEST KILBRIDE, 


AYRSHIRE. 


Dear Mr. WARD, 


I have to thank you for your letter of 8th inst, 
which I should have answered before this, but I have 
been much from home lately, and my hands have پت‎ 
so full of work, I have had very little time to myself. 


I received the negative of Byron’s lasts from = 
Pendry, but have not opened the box yet. I have n 
doubt, however, that it is safer in the box than lying 
about, otherwise it might get broken. 


Enclosed is a letter which I received GC 15 
White. He is evidently awfully pleased wit SCH 
photograph, as it clears up the mystery abor ЫН ю 
foot, though the lasts do not throw much light 7 at 
which was the lame leg. Kindly return Ше І for 
your leisure, for I wish to have it 6 Чы ту 
reference when I come to work up the notes for 
lecture, 


“ед by 
Yes, I would like to see the two sheets, E RA 
Whittingham, of Byron's Poems to а beautifull Q 


and if you send them on, I will return them at ОП 
you. 


Thank 
Course of 


Institute, an 


the 
you also for enclosing the prospectus 9 


Za 
d 105 

lectures at the Nottingham Mechan 

d for asking me to lecture there. 
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I could not, however, come, as 1 have just now so 
much to undertake here. Once 1 crossed the border 
and lectured at Leeds, but it was an awful failure. The 
night was so foggy, it was impossible to see the pictures, 
Thad an invitation the other day from the Hon. Mrs. 
Vaughan Johnson to lecture in London, but 1 could not 
See my way (о go. It is rather difficult for me to get 
away in winter for any length of time. The lectures 1 
have on Scott and Tennyson have been prepared with 
great care, and cost me no end of trouble. I was such 
an enthusiastic worshipper of Tennyson that 1 grudged 


ПО expense or trouble to get what I wanted. Ido not 
regret either the time 1 spent in this way. 


l notice in this weel's Sketch an article on the 
romance in Byron's life, viz., his love for Miss 
Chaworth. No doubt you will have seen the ar 
The miniature printed in the pa 
the photographs of Annesley 


ticle. 
per is not very good, but 
are Al, 


With all friendly regards. 


Believe me to be, 


Sincerely yours, 


GEORGE G. NAPIER. 


JAMES Warp, Eso, 


18th November, 1897, 
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[COPY.] 


GLENSIDE, 
80, Huntincpon ROAD, 


CAMBRIDGE, 
8, NOVEMBER, 1897. 


Dear MR. NAPIER, 


I am exceedingly pleased with the Photographs of 
the Lasts upon which Byron’s Shoes were made, they 
do really prove, beyond a doubt, that he never had, 
what everybody calls, a Club Foot. It was only that 
his one leg, or rather ankle, was injured (so far as 1 
can make out by those that knew him) at his birth. It 
seems а very strange thing that no one, of trustworthy 
authority has recorded the fact as to which leg was 
lame. I cannot help thinking that his Friend and 
Companion Cam Hobhouse was Wrong, when he gave 
Thorwaldsen instructions about the Statue. 1 cannot 
but think that the Countess saw his foot, both with and 
without his shoes, and his shoemaker, S0 minutely 
describes it too that I must incline to their evidence 
rather than Hobhouse's. 

Mr. Wright, Dr. James, Dr. Cunningham, 
others are of opinion that these photos comp 
away with the idea of the Club Foot. 


and many 
letely do 


assistance 
e the 
our 


a i feel exceedingly obliged to you for your 
EM as also for your kindness in sending M 
08. I suppose you will make use of them in y 
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" Homes and Haunts of Byron.” 


You will be glad to know, perhaps, that I am in a 
better state of health now, than 1 have been for the last 
two or three years. ] trust you are ۰ 


l am, Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 


WILLIAM WHITE, 
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ABERDEEN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


MR. GEORGE G. NAPIER ON BYRON. 


The Aberdeen Philosophical Society met yesterday evening 
in Trinity Hall, Union Street, when a lecture was delivered by 
Mr. George G. Napier, on "Тһе Travels of Lord Byron.' The 
hall was crowded, and Dr. Joseph Ogilvie, president of the 
Society, occupied the chair. Mr. Charles Е. Ludwig was elected 
a member, and Mr. James Turreff, North of Scotland Bank, was 
nominated for membership. The chairman then briefly introduced 
Mr. Napier. 

The lecturer began by giving an account of Byro 
Ше in London, where he was Боп in Holles Street, 
Aberdeen to which his mother soon removed, and where tbe 
first awoke to consciousness.'' Mr. Napier described in à most 
interesting way Byron's life at the Grammar School and his 
residence on Dee-side, and then spoke of his life at Newstea! 
Abbey, and his education at Dulwich and Trinity College, Сал" 
bridge, where Thorwaldsen's famous statue is now erecteó: 
Miss Pigot, continued the lecturer, was the first to discovef that 
Byron was a poet, and Mr. Napier threw on the screen pictures © 
the title pages of his first published works. He then touched 02 
the poet's attachment for Miss Mary Chaworth, and went 00 to 
describe his first journey to the Mediterranean. On his retur 
1 Harold '' was published, and Byron became the qd 
8 Б salon at Holland House. In 1815 he was 1 
Se? GER following year he left England never to EU 
Bad вари ا ہہ‎ and then to Italy, where he ще 52 d 
the '' Greek ae He comin there till, on Ше invita 0 M 
aiding her in he mittee '' in London, he went to Greece to any 
others j her struggle for freedom, АП these events and m 

5 in Byron's life were d ith i nating manner DY 

re dealt with in a fascinating m 


n's early 
and in 
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Mr. Napier, whose lecture was enriched by frequent quotations 
from the poet. The lecture was illustrated by an admirable series 
of beautiful limelight views; and Mr. W. Milne Gibson sang 
tastefully the love songs Believe me, if all those enduring 
charms," Maid of Athens, and“ Music on the Waters," the 
accompaniments being Played by Mr. John Kirby. 


Mr, Morland Simpson, who was called upon to move a vote 
Of thanks, said that that was a very unexpected honour put upon 
him. He appreciated it a great deal, but he would have preferred 
that some new voice should have been raised upon the subject. 
The lecturer had enhanced their interests, a и 
given them the most perfect lecture he ever had the pleasure 
of hearing—(applause), It was an admirable lecture, and they 
had been charmed with specimens of Byron’s muse, wedded to 
Music of the most charming kind. He hoped the lecture would 
do much in kindling and reviving the proper pride of their city in 
the share they had in one who called himself half a Scot by 
birth, and bred a whole One." (Applause.) 


Mr. John Leith ех 


ала 


pressed their great indebtedness to the 
lecturer in bringing before them, in such an interesting way, the 
carcer of the poet. No audience in Aberdeen had ever had the 
Pleasure of looking upon a more beautiful series of views, and the 
Skill of the Operator ought not to be forgotten. (Applause.) 


The Chairman then conveyed to Mr. Napier, and to Mr. Gibson 
And Mr, Kirby, the very best thanks of the Society. He thought 
Mr. Simpson Would be supported in his present mission, He 
Could not haye had a better advocate of the cause. 

Mr. Napier thanked th 


е audience for the way in which he had 
D received, and h 


Oped that the statue movement might soon be 
Completed, and that Scotland—he did not say Aberdeen—as well 


AS England and Greece, might have a statue erected to George 
Gordon, Lord Byron, (Applause) 
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TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 
CAMBRIDGE 


Is Reb 1015. 


Майа, 


I beg to thank you, on behalf 
of the College, for the book mentioned 


Within, which you have kindly presented 


to the Library, 


and remain 


yours faithfully 
А сл 


Librarian 
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